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Introduction 


The genus Aethecerus Wesmael, [1845] belongs to 
the tribe Alomyini (sensu Wahl & Mason 1995) and 
to the subtribe Phaeogenina (sensu Diller 1981, Selfa 
& Diller 1994). Aethecerus is characterized by: Oral 
carina strongly raised and excavated behind the 
base of the mandible; gena excavated; apex of clypeus 
strongly impressed, above the impression with a 
more or less distinct ridge which is strongly im- 
pressed or absent centrally; clypeus separated from 
the supraclypeal area by a sharp groove. 

Aethecerus Wesmael is represented in the Palae- 
arctic region with 24 species and 1 subspecies, in the 
Nearctic region with 2 species (Yu & Horstmann 
1997, Sebald et al. 2000). 


Material and Methods 


The material was obtained from the G. Heinrich collec- 
tion (labeled as “Mus. Zoo]. Polonicum Warszawa, 6/46, 
ex. col. G. Heinrich”) kept in the Instytut Zoologiczny 
(Warszawa, Poland) (IZW). It was collected by André 
Seyrig in southern Spain at two localities of the Province 
of Ciudad Real (Fuencaliente and Puertollano) during 
the years 1924 (1 ex.), 1926 (1 ex.), and 1927 (the remain- 
ing 45 ex, including the holotype). The entomological 
collections of Zoologische Staatssammlung Mtinchen 


(ZSM), Munich, Germany and the Laboratori d’Entomo- 
logia del Departament de Zoologia de la Universitat de 
Valéncia (LEUV), Valencia, Spain, contain 6 and 5 para- 
types, respectively. 

The new species has been compared with the lecto- 
type of Aethecerus subniger (Berthoumieu, 1904), desig- 
nation and combination by Diller (Diller & Horstmann 
1994). 

The REM pictures were obtained with the technique 
established by Selfa & Schénitzer (1994). 


Aethecerus tatoi, spec. nov. 
Figs ies 


Types. Holotype: °, Spain, Sierra Morena, Fuen- 
caliente, 20.6.1927, A. Seyrig (IZW). — Paratypes: 
332, same location, data and collector (IZW); 6°92, 
same location, data and collector (ZSM); 52°, same 
location, data and collector (LEUV); 1°, same loca- 
tion, 15.8.1924, same collector (IZW); 19, Sierra 
Morena, Puertollano, 26.6.1926, same collector (IZW). 


Description of the adult female 

Lengths. Body: 3.8-4.7 mm (holotype: 4.3 mm). 
Fore wing: 3.0-3.4 mm (holotype: 3.2 mm). Hind 
wing: 2.2-2.6 mm (holotype: 2.4 mm). 

Colour pattern. Head black. Usually (including 
the holotype), supraclypeal area, clypeus and genae 
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Figs 1-3. Aethecerus tatoi, spec. nov. 1. Ventral view of head. 2. Lateral view of propodeum. 3. Dorsal view of 
propodeum. 
Figs 4-6. Aethecerus subniger (Berthoumieu, 1904). 4. Dorsal view of propodeum. 5. Frontal view of head. 6. Lateral 
view of head. 


dark brown. Sometimes the vertex, temples, frons, 
antennal scrobae of the face dark brown. Occasion- 
ally, head completely dark brown with frons, face, 
clypeus and genae reddish brown. 

Flagella yellowish brown. Scapi and pedicelli 
brown. In the holotype the pedicelli are dark brown 
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dorsally. Mandibles yellowish brown to light brown, 
always with the teeth dark brown. Palpi yellowish 
brown. 

Thorax predominantly black but sometimes dark 
brown. Pronotal collare dorsally yellowish brown 
to light brown or reddish brown. Tegulae yellowish 


brown to light brown. In the holotype, the thorax is 
predominantly black, and the pronotal collaris and 
tegulae are yellowish brown. 

Legs yellowish brown. Front and middle coxae 
sometimes light brown. Trochantelli and the front 
and middle tibiae internally yellowish brown (in- 
cluding the holotype) to light brown. Front and 
middle femora predominantly light to dark brown 
(including the holotype). Hind coxae, hind femora 
except the basal part narrowly, and hind tibiae on 
the distal part broadly dark brown. Hind trochant- 
ers brownish. 

Wings hyaline. Stigma light brown. Basal scler- 
ites of front wings ivory yellow. 

Abdomen dark brown to reddish brown. In most 
cases (including the holotype) it is dark brown with 
the tergites II-III reddish brown. Usually the base of 
tergite II is light brown. Apex of tergite I (centrally) 
and tergites IIl-IV (usually) yellowish brown (in- 
cluding the holotype) to light brown, or occasional- 
ly only with a very small spot on tergites II-I1V when 
the abdomen is dark brown. 

Morphology. Head transverse, 1.3-1.6x (holo- 
type: 1.4) broader than long, polished and for the 
greater part widely punctulate. Frons convex. Tem- 
ples rounded in dorsal view. Occipital carina, in 
lateral view, well developed and clearly prominent 
in the middle of the temple. Distance between later- 
al ocellus and compound eye 0.4-0.7x (holotype: 
0.6) as broad as temple. Face 1.6-1.8 x (holotype: 1.7) 
broader than long and distinctly punctate. Supra- 
clypeal area convex. Clypeus (Fig. 1) 2.1-2.5x (holo- 
type: 2.2) broader than long, mostly convex although 
flattened on its central and apical part, smooth with 
a few weak punctures. Distal border of clypeus 
weakly concave centrally. Mandibles (Fig. 1) 1.6-2.0x 
(holotype: 1.6) longer than broad, in the middle 
narrow. Mandibles with the upper tooth thinner 
and longer than the lower tooth, smooth with a few 
weak punctures. Base of mandibles 1.5-2.0x (holo- 
type: 1.6) longer than genae. Genae (Fig. 1) mat and 
with weak microstructure. Genal carina meeting 
oral carina distinct far from the base of the mandi- 
bic: 

Antennae with 17-18 segments (holotype: 17). 
Flagella weakly narrowed in the segments I-III 
broader distally. Flagellum segment I 1.7-2.0 x (holo- 
type: 1.7) longer than broad and 0.7-0.8 x (holotype: 
0.7) as long as segment II. 

Thorax mostly sparsely polished and punctate. 
Pronotal collaris smooth. Remaining part of protho- 
rax punctulate, with the distal border of the prono- 
tum and the prosternum punctate, and the parts of 
pronotum adjacent to the prepectal carina with lon- 
gitudinal carinulae. Notauli short and weakly im- 


pressed. Sternauli deep, with carinulae, and reach- 
ing to % of the mesopleura. Lateral carinae reaching 
to % of the scutellum, scutellum widely punctate. 
Mesoscutum, scutellum, mesopleurae and mesos- 
ternum clearly punctate. Parts of mesopleurae adja- 
cent to the subtegular ridge not or weakly carinulat- 
ed (including the holotype). Parts of mesopleurae 
adjacent to the postpectal carina with longitudinal 
carinulae which are at most 4 as long as the meso- 
pleura (including the holotype). Postscutellum punc- 
tulate. Metasternum rugulose. 

Propodeum (Figs 2,3) subrounded ‘in lateral 
view, slightly polished and clearly carinate. Area 
basalis with a centrally protuberance. Area supero- 
media (Fig. 3) subpentagonal and rounded basally, 
1.1-1.3x (holotype: 1.1) longer than broad. Area su- 
peromedia distinctly rugulose (including the holo- 
type) to weakly rugose although always with trans- 
verse carinulae clearly visible distally. Area petiola- 
ris (Fig.3) with distinct transverse carinulae and 
indistinct lateral carinae. Sometimes the transverse 
carina between the area superomedia and the area 
petiolaris is absent. Area superoexterna distinctly 
rugulose. Area dentipara small and long, mostly 
rugulose with the distal part rugose (including the 
holotype) to predominantly rugose. Area posteroex- 
terna rugose. Area metapleuralis with some carinu- 
lae (including the holotype) or wrinkles with punc- 
tures. Remaining part of the propodeum punctate. 
Femora 3.1-3.7 x (holotype: 3.5) longer than broad. 
Legs mostly scarcely punctulate, but front and mid- 
dle coxae more strongly punctured. Hind coxae 
punctate and with abundant, relatively long hairs 
ventrally. 

Abdomen elongate and distally narrowed. Post- 
petiolus with the dorsolateral carinae very weakly 
developed, median field hardly broader than lateral 
fields, smooth with some punctures. Lateral fields 
more or less striate longitudinally. Tergite I] longer 
than broad, polished and strongly coriaceous with 
few punctures. Area between thyridiae and base of 
tergite II usually weakly strigose. Base of tergite Il 
with distinct microstructure, centrally weakly trans- 
versly strigose (including the holotype) or without 
striae. Thyridiae relatively broad, 1.1-1.5x (holo- 
type: 1.5) broader than the distance between the 
thyridiae. Tergites 11] and IV broader than long 
polished and coriaceous, scarcely punctulate. Terg- 
ites V-VII slightly coriaceous only on the base, re- 
mainder polished. Ovipositor clearly visible in dor- 
sal view and with valvae covered with abundant 
short hairs. 

The male of Aethecertus tatoi spec. nov. is un- 
known. 
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Derivatio nominis. This species is described in memo- 
ry of Dr. Agustin Tato (the former Superior Technician 
of the Seccié de Microscopia Electronica del Servei Cen- 


tral de Suport a la Investigaci6 Experimental de la Uni- 
versitat de Valéncia), who died in October 2000. 


Differential diagnosis 


Aethecerus tatoi, spec. nov. 


Head (Fig. 1) polished, weak and widely punctate, 
in front view relatively narrower and longer. 


Facial orbitae smooth and polished,widely 
punctate. 


Supraclypeal area (Fig. 1) convex few sparse 
punctures. 


Mandibulae (Fig. 1) narrow in the middle. 


The 17-18 flagellar segments relatively narrow 
and long. 


Thorax polished and with few punctures. 
Scutellum convex, polished with few punctures. 


Area dentipara (Fig. 3) narrow and long. 


Area petiolaris (Figs 2) with indistinct lateral 


carinae and with many distinct transverse carinulae. 


Hind coxae sparsely punctate. 
Abdominal tergite II longer than broad, polished 
and strongly coriaceous with few punctures. 


Abdominal tergites III and IV polished and 
coriaceous scarcely punctate. 


Flagella yellowish brown, only the scapus 
and pedicellus dark brown. 


Tibiae, femora, trochanters dark brown, only the 
distal part of the front and middle tibiae and 
femora sometimes yellowish. 


Middle and hind coxae dark brown. 
Hind trochanters brownish. 


Resumen 


Aethecerus tatoi, spec. nov. es descrita del sur de Espana. 
Se discuten las diferencias en comparaci6n con la espe- 
cie mas estrechamente relacionada, Aethecerus subniger 
(Berthoumieu, 1904). 


Zusammenfassung 


Eine neue Art der Tribus Alomyini, Aethecerus tatoi, 
spec. nov. aus Siidspanien, wird beschrieben. Sie ist 
nahe verwandt mit Aethecerus subniger (Berthoumieu, 
1904). 


Aethecerus subniger (Berthoumieu, 1904) 
Head (Figs 5, 6) roughly sculptured and densely 
punctate, in front view relatively broader and shorter. 


Facial orbitae roughly sculptured and densely 
punctate. 


Supraclypeal area (Figs 5, 6) flat and densely 
punctate. 


Mandibulae broad in the middle. 


The 20 flagellar segments relatively broader and 
shorter. 


Thorax roughly sculptured and densely punctate. 
Scutellum flat and densely punctate 

Area dentipara (Fig. 4) broader and shorter. 

Area petiolaris (Fig. 4) with distinct lateral carinae, 
rough and with indistinct transverse carinulae. 
Hind coxae densely punctate. 


Abdominal tergite II longer than broad, rough and 
densely punctate. 


Abdominal tergites II] and IV rough and little 
punctate. 


Flagella, scapus und pedicellus dark brown. 
Flagellar segments 1-4 yellowish. 


Front and middle legs completely yellowish. 
Hind legs with only apices of femora brown. 


Hind coxae dark brown. 


Hind trochanters yellowish. 
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